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Deflection and Back Rank Mate 
Complied by Steven Craig Miller 

 

In the following exercises, the solution ends with a back rank mate. But before you can play the back 
rank mate, you must deflect away the piece (or pieces) guarding against the back rank mate. 
 

w________w
áwdrdrdkd]
à0pdwdpdp]
ßwdwdwdpd]
Þdwdpdwdw]
Ýwdwdwdwd]
Ü)wdRdPdw]
Ûw$wGwdP)]
ÚdwdwdwdK]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw

Gromek—Barcza, Warsaw 1956 
Black to move & win 

 
White Black 

 
1. … ______________ 
 
2. ____________ ______________  

w________w
árdw4wdkd]
àdw1wdp0p]
ßwdwdwdwd]
Þ0pdR)wdw]
Ýwdwdwdwd]
Üdp)w!wdw]
Ûw)wdw)P)]
ÚdwdRdwIw]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw

Minic—Honfi, Vrnjacka Banja 1966 
White to move & win 

 
White Black 

 
1. ____________ ______________ 
 
2. ____________ ______________ 
 
3. ____________ 

w________w
áwdr4wdkd]
àdwdwdp0w]
ßpHwdpgwd]
Þ!wdwdwdw]
Ýw$wdwdwd]
Ü)wdqdwdw]
Ûwdwdw)P)]
ÚdwdwdRIw]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw

Fontein—Euwe, Amsterdam 1939 
Black to move & win 

 
White Black 

 
1. … ______________ 
 
2. ____________ ______________ 
 
3. ____________ ______________  
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Removing the Guard and Back Rank Mate 
Complied by Steven Craig Miller 

 

In the following exercises, the solution ends with a back rank mate. But before you can play the back 
rank mate, you must remove the piece (or pieces) guarding against the back rank mate. 
 
w________w
áwdsdsdkd]
àdwdw1pdw]
ßwGwdwdp0]
Þdw$wgwdw]
ÝPdwHbdwd]
ÜdPdw!wdw]
Ûrdwdw)P)]
ÚdwdwdwIw]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw

Tukmakov—Kasparov, Frunze 1981 
Black to move & win 

 
White Black 

 
1. … ______________ 
 
2. ____________ ______________ 
 
3. ____________ ______________  

w________w
árdbdw4kd]
à0w0w!p0p]
ßwdpdwdwd]
Þdwdwdwdw]
Ýwdwdwdwd]
ÜdPdwGw)w]
ÛPdPdwIw)]
Ú1Ndw$wdw]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw

Botner—Patterson, USA 1958 
White to move & win 

 
White Black 

 
1. ____________ ______________ 
 
2. ____________ ______________ 
 
3. ____________ 

w________w
áwdwdw4wi]
à0bdwdw0p]
ßw0p1w4wd]
ÞdwdpdwHw]
ÝwdndwHwd]
ÜdQdw)wdw]
ÛP)wdwdP)]
ÚdwdRdRIs]
wÁÂÃÄÅÆÇÈw

Steiner—Balogh, Postyen 1992 
White to move & win 

 

1. ____________ ______________ 
 
2. ____________ ______________ 
 
3. ____________ ______________ 
 
4. ____________ 


