The Evans Gambit

Compiled by Steven Craig Miller
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The Evans Gambit was “invented” by Captain
William Davies Evans (1790-1872) in the
1820s. White sacrifices a pawn for rapid piece
development.

4. . fAxb4

(a) Black can also decline the gambit with: 4.
... &b6 5. a4 a6 6. Dc3 D6 7. Hd5 Hxd5 (7.
... Dxed 8. Fe2 HIG 9. 2b6 =) 8. exd5 Hd4
(8. ... e4? 9. dxc6 exf3 10. 0-0 0-0 11. &f3
dxc6 12. Ab2+) 9. a5 Qa7 10. d6 (10. 0-0?!
D3 11. &3 d6F) cxd6 11. 0-0 0-0 12. Hxd4
Axd4 13. ¢3 Qa7 14. ¥f3 = Lékd [ECO &
MCO-14].

(b) Mote unusual is: 4. ... d5 5. exd5 &Hxb4 6.
0-0 &6 7. Hixe5 Hbxd5 8. d4 Ad6 9. Ag5 c6
10. ©d2 0-0 11. ¥f3 h6 12. &h4 He6 13
Hab1 %, Schiffers—Pillsbury, Nirnberg 1896.

(c) Also possible is: 4. ... £xb4, but after 5. ¢3
6, this line merely transposes into line B (4.
... Axb4 5. c3 Ac5).

5. c3

Now Black has three major choices as to
where to place the bishop.

A)5. ... 825 B)5....0c5 C)5. ... 07

A
5. fQab

Now White has three major choices here:

Al) 6. d4 A2) 6. 0-0 A3) 6. &Db3
Al
6. d4 exd4
7. 0-0 NgeT

7. ... dxc3 8. ¥b3 and now:

(@) 8. ... &6 9. e5 Yg6 10. D3 Hge7 11.
£23 0-0 12. Badl Ee8 13. Ad3 ¥h5 14. Hed
He5 15. Heb He5 16. Ab2 He6 17. Wb5 *
Lasker [ECO].

®) 8. ... WeT 9. O3 Wha 10. Lxf7 Bd8 1.
Ab2 ¥xb3 12. Axb3 Hf6 13. Hgs Ef8 14.
&Hd5 = Unzicker [ECO].

(c) 8. ... d6 8. cxd4 Ab6 transposing into line
B.

8. cxd4 d5
9. exd5 &Hxd5
10. Aa3

(2) 10. £e5!? was suggested by Peters in Chess
Informant 36/391.

(b) 10. ¥b3 Qeb6 11. a3 (11. Wxb7 Hdb4 12.
Qb5 0-0 13. Ac6 Eb8 14. ¥a7 Hc6 15. Wc5
Ad5 =, Peters —36/391) &d7 12. Ecl &b6
13. Axe6 Wxe6 14. ¥b5 a6 15. g5 oo,
Harding & Cafferty 1997:53.

10. . Qeb
11. Ab5 f6
12. Wa4 Ab6
13. Axc6+ bxcb
14. Wxc6+ D7 T

Copyright © 2002 Steven Craig Miller
Copying and distribution of this article is permitted for noncommercial purposes.



Evans Gambit complied by Steven Craig Miller
Botterill [MCO-14 & NCO].

A2
6. 0-0 do

6. ... &6 7. d4 Hxed 8. Hxe5 0-0 9. Qa3 d6
10. ©xc6 bxc6 11. ¥a4 Qxc3 12. Hxc3 Dxc3
13. ¥xc6 Leb6 14. Ad3 Hd5 15. Led Hb6 16.
Ec2 Bb8 17. Axh7= Bilguer.

7. d4 Ab6
This is the “Lasketr’s Defense.”

(@) 7. ... exd4 8. cxd4 Ab6 transposing into
line B.

(b) 7. ... D6 8. dxe5 Hixe5 9. Hixe5 dxe5 10.
Eb3 0-0 11. Qa3 Hixed 12. Axf8 o, Harding
& Cafferty 1997:135.

(©) 7. ... g4 8. a4 Axf3 9. gxf3 exd4 10.
cxd4 6 11. Ab5 Wxf3 12, &xc6+ bxc6 13.
Hnd2 Axd2 14. Exc6+ De7 15. Wxc7 with
perpetual check and a drawn game.

8. dxe5 dxe5
9. Wb3 wWf6
10. Qg5 a6

11. Ad5 Dge7 12. Axe7 Bxe7 13. Axct Yxcb
14. Hxe5 We6 15. Hicd HdS 16. &bi+ Ded
17. ©xb6 exb6 = Estrin [MC0-14].

A3
6. b3 wf6

6. ... %e7 7. d4 and now:

(@) 7. ... ©Hxd4 8. Hxd4 exd4 9. 0-0 Abo 10.
e5 =, Harding & Cafferty 1997:154.

(b) 7. ... Ab6 8. Hixe5 Hxe5 9. dxe5 d6 10. 0-
0 dxe5 11. 8a3 &f6 12. nd2 Ad7 =.

7. 0-0 Ab6
8. d4 dé

8. ... exd4 9. e5 Hgb6 10. cxd4 Hxd4 11. Hixd4
Axd4 12. Hc3 Hho 13. Aa3+, Harding &
Cafferty 1997:82.

9. dxe5 Hxe5
10. &Hxebd dxe5
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11. a4 a6
12. Ae3 =

cp. Harding & Cafferty 1997:155.

B
5. .. fc5
6. d4 exd4
7. 0-0 dé6

7. ... dxc3 8. Bxf7!

8. cxd4 Ab6
9. Hc3 Qg4

9. ... &a5 10. g5 De7 11. Axf7 Dxf7 12.
Hd5 He8 13. Ae7 He7 14. g5 g8 15. ¥h5
h6 16. We6 hxg5 17. H6 $f8 18. Hh7 =
Chigorin.

10. Ab5 Sf8

11. Axc6 bxc6 12. 8a3 813 13. gxf3 &5 14.
&hl He7 15. He2 Hg6 16. Bgl &6 17. &d3
&e8 18. Lcl h6 19. 4 ©h7 = Blackburne—
Steinitz, London (m/10) 1862.

C
5. ... Qe7
6. d4 &Hab

() 6. ... exd4 7. ¥b3 Ha5 8. Axf7+ 8 =,
Lehmann—Donner, Munich 1954.

() 6. ... d6 7. dxe5 ©Hxd5 8. Hxe5 exe5 9.
Hh5 g6 10. Yxe5 D6 11. Qa3 =, Fischer—
Celle, California simul 1964.

(©) 6. ... 6 7. dxe5 Dg4 8. &d5 0-09. h3 £,
Tal-Brakmanis, Latvian (ol) 1959.

(d) 6. ... &6 7. 0-0 &Dge7 8. dxe5 Axe5 9.
g5 % (cp. Nunn—Gumrukcuoglu, Malta (ol)
1980.

7. Qe2 exd4

8. Wxd4 016

9. e5 Hcb
10. Wh4 &ds

11. &g3 g6 12. 0-0 0-0 13. Ah6 He8 14. c4
Nb6 15. £Hc3 d6 16. c5 ©d7 17. cxd6 cxd6 18.
exd6 £f6 o0 Ponomariov — Daniliuk,
Krasnodar 1997 —69/304.



