Petrov’s Defense (aka Russian Game)

Compiled by Steven Craig Miller

1. e4 e5
2. Hf3 &6

3. Hxeb

(2) 3. Dc3 Ab4 (3. ... Dc6 transposes into
the Four Knights’ Game) 4. 2De5 0-0 5. Le2
He8 6. £Hd3 A3 7. dxc3 Dxed etc.

(b) 4. d4 is worth serious consideration:
(b1) 4. ... Hed 5. &d4 d5 6. exd6 D6 7.
Ad3 He6 8. Ef4 etc. (b2) 4. ... exd4 5.
¥xd4 d5 6. exd6 £xd6 7. Dc3 £t 8. B4

etc.

3. d6

... Dxedrl 4. 8e2 BeT (4. ... 6P 5.
D6 +-) 5. Exed d6 6. d4 dxe5 (6. ... £6
7. 64) 7. dxe5 =

4. N3

A speculative and entertaining sacrifice is:
4. Hxf7, eg. 4. ... BxLT:

(@) 5. &c3 ¢c5 6. Acd+ Le6 7. Axe6+
&xe6 8. d4 L7 9. dxc5 £ic6 with chances
for both sides, Topalov—Kramnik,
Linares 1999.

(b) 5. d4 QeT (5. ... Dxed 6. Wh5+) 6.
N3 c6 7. Acd+ d5 8. exd5 cxd5 9. Hixd5
Keb etc.

4 .. Hxed
5 d4 d5
6 Ad3
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Now Black has three basic options:

(a) 6. ... 2e7 7. 0-0 Lc6: (al) 8. c4 Db4 9.
Qe2 (9. cxd5 Hxd3 10. Exd3 &xd5 11.
Hel Af5 etc.) 0-0 10. £Hc3 Leb etc. (a2) 8.
Hel Qg4 9. c4 &6 10. cxd5 Hxd5 11.
£e3 0-0 etc.

(b) 6. ... &c6 7. 0-0 &g4 (for 7. ... LAe7
see line @%) 8. c4 &f6 9. cxd5 (9. D3
Axf3 10. ¥xf3 Hxd4 etc.) Axf3 10. Exf3
¥xd5 ete.

© 6. ... £d6 7. 0-0 0-0 8. c4 ¢6 9. cxd5
cxd5 10. £Hec3 Dxc3 11. Ag4 12. Bbl etc.

Especially learn the section marked with

an arrow (=) and the mainline up to the
second diagram (ending at 6. &.d3).




